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all the executive planning. It organizes classes and lec-
tures and keeps unbroken connection between civilian
companies and regular army units in the district. The
citizen soldiers make regular visits to the Red Army
barracks. The Red Army returns this compliment by
sending officers to address these military circles and to
visit and fraternize with their members.
To keep the enthusiasm of the population for mili-
tary training at high pitch, contests are arranged be-
tween military circles of different cities, different
regions and even republics, with worth-while prizes and
distinctions for the winners.
The commanding personnel of the citizens' army
consists very largely of officers and soldiers of the re-
serve. Its educational and disciplinary regime follows
closely that of the Red Army,
Despite the mechanization of modern warfare the
individual soldier remains the backbone of every battle,
and the rifle and machine gun are still considered the
most effective weapons. The citizen soldier is therefore
trained in the first instance to shoot and to shoot effi-
ciently. War authorities in the Soviet Union have statis-
tics showing that in the last war 24,000 Russian bullets
were expended to kill a single enemy. The shooting
circles conducted by the Osoaviachim are designed to
better this record in the "next war."
Rifle and machine gun practice Is the primary train-
ing the citizen soldier receives from the Osoaviachim.
But the other branches of war are taught the civilian